A Testimony to the Goodness of God

(Sermon preached by Rev. Ian Hussey at the Grand Opening on 2nd February 2003.)

Ezra 3:10-13: When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests in their vestments and with trumpets, and the Levites (the sons of Asaph) with cymbals, took their places to praise the LORD, as prescribed by David king of Israel. With praise and thanksgiving they sang to the LORD:

"He is good;

his love to Israel endures forever."

And all the people gave a great shout of praise to the LORD, because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid. But many of the older priests and Levites and family heads, who had seen the former temple, wept aloud when they saw the foundation of this temple being laid, while many others shouted for joy. No one could distinguish the sound of the shouts of joy from the sound of weeping, because the people made so much noise. And the sound was heard far away.

Many of you here will remember the 1923 Memorial building – I hope you are not weeping when you compare it to this one.

I want to give a testimony to the goodness of God through the last four and a bit years which has brought us to this place. The people of the North-East Baptist Church have come to believe that the hand of the Lord is upon us because that is the only way to explain the events I will share with you now.

It began 1998 when the Nundah Baptist Church was officially informed that the Memorial Building was to be resumed and demolished for construction of the Nundah by-pass tunnel. The Church began searching for a suitable venue as a temporary home for what they would told would be a period of about 2 years. The prospects were far from ideal, but we looked set to use the Nundah State School.

In June 1998 Pastor Kelvin Cole from Wavell Heights Baptist Church and myself met at a function and from somewhere the concept of sharing facilities emerged. Wavell Baptist felt that they were at a turning point in their life and the timing of a subsequent letter from Nundah Baptist Diaconate was perfect. The two Churches agreed, almost to a person, to merge to form a new Church.

On 1st November 1998 about 55 adults from Nundah and 25 adults from Wavell Heights joined together to form the North-East Baptist Church. And perhaps the first and greatest miracle we have seen in the last four years was the way the Lord brought the two congregations together. Over a third of the current Church have come in last four years and they have no concept at all of who were Wavell people and who were Nundah people. In fact I have trouble keeping track of it myself.

The North-East Baptist Church is now a vibrant, growing fellowship of 120 adults and 50 children – a testimony to the goodness and power of God.

When I talk to people about the amount of compensation the church received for the demolition of the Memorial building and hall there is almost universal disbelief. The first miracle was that Main Roads agreed to base the compensation on reinstatement cost rather than valuation. If it had been based purely on valuation the compensation would only have been in the range of $400,000.

I am not sure how it all unfolded really, but the bottom line was that after two years of negotiation Main Roads agreed to pay us $1.7 million dollars and the balance of three extra blocks of land as compensation for the demolition of 75 year old building with white ants. We now have more land and a larger building than the old facility only it is more functional, low maintenance and brand new. A testimony to the power and goodness of God.

Like other Baptist Churches we had our problems with town planning. If you count the on site parking spots out there you will notice it will only come to 18. We are technically required to have twice that many – I am not exactly sure how the Lord wrangled that one for us either.

But even though we did not have problems with the traffic engineers, we did have problems with the town planners over the structure of the building. It seemed they wanted us to build in timber - something we definitely did not want for maintenance reasons. However, they continued to block our application until finally we appealed to the Senior Town Planner. It was a fairly forlorn hope really – what supervisor would take the side of the applicant over the opinion of his own employee? – well this guy did. A testimony to the goodness and power of God.

When it came to the sale of the Wavell Heights property we had a valuation done. When we went to an agent he asked, “What in your wildest dreams would you expect for the property?” We gave a figure and he said, “Well lets ad $50,000 to that for negotiation.” Hence the asking price on the property was in excess of $200,000 over the valuation. I thought the agent was having us on, but 3 days after listing we had an offer at the asking price. A testimony to the goodness and power of God.

Early on in the design process we realized that we were going to struggle to fit the building on the site. Our only option was to approach the owners of properties around the church property to see if they would sell. The first owner we approached said, “Well actually we were just thinking this place is getting too small for us.”

A few months later we approached the lady next door and she too was willing to sell. In fact when a local real estate agent who had heard of our offer to her knocked on her door and offered her more, she said to him, “Sorry I am selling my house to the Baptist Church – go away.” A testimony to the power and goodness of God.

Due to delays in construction the nine month contract on the Wavell Heights property did not prove long enough. A search of the local area for suitable venues proved fruitless. One option was the vacant Nundah Uniting Church - a small and not terribly suitable option, but one of few left. I rang the Rev Bob Warrick of the Wavell Heights Uniting Church, to get a phone number and explained our tail of woe. He replied, “Well you could always share with us.” And so for the past six months the North-East Baptist and Wavell Heights Uniting Church have shared premises, ministry and fellowship in an amazing demonstration of Christian cooperation. Both Churches have been richly blessed by the experience – a testimony to the goodness and power of God.

And so here we stand – in a state of the art, functional beautiful building in the heart of a community with people and ministries ready to go. Our experience has lead us to believe the hand of the Lord is upon us as it was the people of Judah in Ezra’s time.

Two struggling small churches: now revitalized and resourced. A testimony to the goodness and power of God.

